to be a garden Without Walls
after a space, one of the disciples asks him: "Master, speak to us of being. What is it to be?"
Almustafa looked long upon him and loved him. And he stood up and walked a distance away
from them. Then returning, he said:
In this Garden, my father and my mother lie, buried by the hands of the living, and in this
Garden lay buried the seeds of yesteryear, brought here upon the wings of the Wind. A
thousand times shall my mother and my father be buried here, and a thousand times shall the
wind buried the seed.
And a thousand years from now shall you and | and these flowers come together in this garden,
even is now. And we shall be, loving life, and we shall be, dreaming of space, and we shall be,
rising towards the sun.
But now today, to be is to be wise, though not a stranger to the foolish. It is to be strong, but not
to the undoing of the weak. To play with her young children, not as fathers, but rather as
playmates who would learn their games.
To be simple and guileless with old men and women and to sit with them in the shade of ancient
oak-trees, though you are still walking with spring.
To seek a poet, though he may live beyond the Seven Rivers, and to be at peace in his
presence - nothing wanting, nothing doubting, and with no question upon your lips.
To know that the saint and the sinner are twins, whose father is our gracious King, and that one
was born but the moment before the other, wherefore we regard him as the Crowned Prince.
To follow Beauty even when she leads you to the verge of the precipice. And though she is
winged and you are wingless, and though she shall pass beyond the verge, follow her! For
where beauty is not, there is nothing.
To be a garden Without Walls, a Vineyard without a guardian, and a treasure-house forever
open to passerby.
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